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delicate-looking case, with a royal superscription, which,
when he opened, he thought, at first, that your Majesty
had graciously bestowed upon him the stars of your
Majesty's principal orders. And, indeed, he was so much
impressed with this graceful illusion, that, having a banquet,
where there were many stars and ribbons, he could not
resist the temptation, by placing some snowdrops on his
breast, of showing that he, too, was decorated by a gracious
Sovereign.

"Then, in the middle of the night, it occurred to him, that
it might all be enchantment, and that, perhaps, it was a
Faery gift and came from another monarch: Queen Titania,
gathering flowers, with her Court, in a soft and sea-girt
isle, and sending magic blossoms, which, they say, turn the
heads of those who receive them."